[image: image1.jpg]




Fact Sheet

www.artinallofus.org

OUR MISSION: 

The Art in All of Us (AiA) mission is to inspire the children across borders to build a tolerant world for tomorrow. We develop creativity, curiosity and artistic sensitivities of the children in the 192 UN member countries by letting them discover the world of poetry, drawing and photography. By giving them a voice, children are empowered to express their feelings, build their self-esteem, and create a more positive future.

Our vision is to educate through Art, and promote cross boundaries multicultural understandings, through exchanges, partnership, and inspiring Global Citizenship. With Art as their tool, children and, in turn, adults will be able to gain knowledge of cultural similarities and differences, and to embrace the “unknown” with the tolerance, understanding and curiosity. We believe in the power of Art to transform lives.

2005-PRESENT:

Founded in 2005 by Anthony Asael, President, and Stephanie Rabemiafara, Vice President, Art in All of Us is a not-for-profit organization that works with children from around the globe promoting cultural tolerance through artistic communication. AiA formed from a shared love of art, children, and culture, and is created around the simple premise of Art as a universal language.  AiA works with children from age’s eight to twelve opening their eyes to new cultures and new ideas. As of 2009, AiA has traveled to all 192 countries of the world working to institute a curriculum in schools everywhere that will yield a greater awareness of the diversity of global citizens. AiA photographers have captured images of the joy, and the understanding evoked through these programs, while also introducing cameras and creative photography to thousands of children over the six continents. Art in All of Us showcases their travels in photographs, children’s poetry, and drawings in exhibitions throughout the world. Gaining 501(c) 3 status in the U.S. in 2007, the organization is working to implement new initiatives in schools and throughout the world. AiA is based in Belgium and now has an established office in New York City! Since 2005, Art in All of Us has been a formal partner of UNICEF around the world and have worked with local Unicef offices over 90 countries. The 400+ volunteers from 31 different countries has been working passionately to develop and further promote our cause. 

PROGRAMS: 

1. AIA PEN PAL PROGRAM:

This cornerstone initiative promotes artistic communication between children of different countries. A local Art in All of Us ambassador will assist the school on the organization of the workshop and together with the ‘pal’ school, he or she will choose a subject and an art form for the children to communicate with. Each student will then begin exchanging his or her creations and thoughts with a child living in another country, in another culture. By allowing the children to match up with another child in another city, town, or country, we take steps toward becoming a more peaceful and understanding community. 

2. AIA WORLD ART BOOK PROGRAM: (www.ArtinAllofUs.org/aiabook) 
To be published by late 2009, the World Art Book will be presented to each and every one of the schools AiA will have visited in the 192 UN-listed countries. The Book is a patchwork of children’s vision of their own country. Each of the 192 UN-listed countries is presented through a single portrait of a resident, a drawing and a national poetry written by a local child. It is a documentation of AiA’s extraordinary work over the last three years and an inspiration for the next ten. The photographers are AiA’s founders, Anthony Asael and Stephanie Rabemiafara. 

3. AIA AWARENESS PROGRAM:

The Awareness program introduces drawings, poetry and photography into schools while promoting multicultural exchanges through interactive art activities. The AiA awareness program, led by an AiA team member or local teacher, works with eight to twelve year olds guiding, teaching, and helping them understand different cultures similarities and differences through artistic expression. Playing games, singing songs, and of course drawing and crafting priceless work immerse the children in the fascinating world of culture and communication.  And all while mastering their skill at a new language – Art! 
4. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM:

Art in All of Us Curriculum Kits aims to introduce students to the countries and cultures of the world, using our extensive database of kids’ artworks featuring over 25,000 children’s drawings and poems. The AiA Curriculum Program is about kids teaching kids through their own creativity.  Knowledge is richly enhanced by cultural differences and connecting globally.  Indeed, understanding is the first step to teaching tolerance.
AIA GLOBAL INITIATIVE: THE FIGURES:

As of January 2009, Art in All of Us has reached over 18,000 children in over 192 countries around the world. We have set up programs in over 300 schools, taken 160,000 pictures and stimulated the creation of 25,000 pieces of art. We have recruited 400+ volunteers from 31 countries across the globe.
FUNDRAISING: 

AiA is a 501(c) 3, tax-deductible organization in the United States. We work to raise money through individual and corporate donations. Funds are also raised through the sale of high quality photography capturing Art in All of Us’s actions all across the globe.  Both donations and purchases can be conducted online at www.artinallofus.org. AiA also has various exhibitions throughout the year, displaying the photographs and children’s artwork. A World Art Book, containing photographs and art produced by the children will also be for sale in 2009. All the benefits of our sales are used to fund our AiA programs. 

MEDIA CONTACT:

Anthony Asael, Founder
anthonyasael@artinallofus.org
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